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Ready for finals? 
Neither are we. 


See page 6 for some 


tips to get you through 
the week. 
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For CSULB, some water works 


The floodgates are 
beginning to part 

as 129 university 
fountains have been 
reopened after testing 
negative for lead. 


By Miranda Andrade-Ceja 
Editor in Chief 


After three weeks of bagged 
hydration stations and taped-off 
water fountains, the culprit be- 
hind the lead contamination in 
the McIntosh Humanities Build- 
ing was discovered to be the wa- 
ter fountains themselves. 

Cal State Long Beach officials 
invited the community to an 
open forum Friday, Dec. 8 to 
answer any and all questions re- 
garding lead poisoning and the 
state of drinking fountains on 
campus. 

The panel of over 13 experts 
on water and lead testing were 
seated across Hall of Science 
lecture hall 105, outnumbering 
the student attendance which 
totaled five, four of which were 
student reporters affiliated with 
campus media. 

The panel of experts included 
Mary Stephens, vice president 


ASI 


Analeeza Sanchez | Daily 49er 


Voting members of Student Fee Advisory Committee moved to postpone talks over Beach Pride Referendum. 


of administration and finance, 
toxicologist Paul Damien, Tony 
Malagrino, interim associate 
vice president of physical plan- 
ning and facilities management, 
and representatives from the 
Long Beach Health Department, 
the Long Beach Water Depart- 


ment and Titan Environmental. 
Terri Carbaugh, associate vice 
president of public affairs, was 
also in attendance. 

The closure of all water foun- 
tains on campus was prompt- 
ed after lead was discovered in 
several McIntosh Humanities 


Building drinking fountains. 
University professor Elaine 
Bernal’s Chemistry 100 class 
conducted these lead tests as a 
semesterly assignment. Testing 
of the university’s water source, 
which is conducted through the 
Long Beach Water Department, 


revealed that the school’s water 
sources were clear of abnormal 
lead levels. 

Official tests of the water foun- 
tains and faucets will continue 
through 2018-2019 after 129 wa- 
ter fountains and other high-pri- 
ority locations tested negative 
for lead contamination over the 
past month. 

Out of the total 130 fountains 
tested, one in the softball visitor’s 
dugout returned positive for lead 
contamination. All water sources 
in both on-campus child centers 
and University. Student Union 
have tested negative for lead. 

“[The visitor dugout fountain] 
is not utilized often, fortunate- 
ly,” Stephens said. According to 
PPFM, said fountain had not 
been used for about six months 
and will remain off until re- 
placed. 

According to Malagrino, the 
lead contamination has more to 
do with the aged state of the wa- 
ter fountains rather than the in- 
tegrity of the pipes in buildings 
constructed after 1990. 

“We did not get water that had 
elevated levels of lead, so the wa- 
ter [running into] the building is 
clear, and we tested it?’ Malagrino 


see FORUM, page 4 


Beach Referendum hangs in balance 


Student Fee Advisory 
Committee moved to 
postpone talks over the 
referendum. 


By James Chow and Joel Vaughn 
Staff Writers 


Students athletes can rest 
knowing their scholarship dollars 
are safe — for now — after the 
Student Fee Advisory Committee 
delayed a move to reallocate the 
Beach Pride Referendum indefi- 
nitely in a 9-0 vote Friday. 

Associated Students Inc. Pres- 
ident Joe Nino introduced the 
move to the committee. The orig- 
inal Beach Pride Referendum, 


passed in 2000 by a majority stu- 
dent vote, approved a $21 fee per 
semester to fund the college's ath- 
letics scholarship programs, spirit 
programs and facilities. 

Last semester, ASI Senate 
passed a resolution that would re- 
view the referendum and bring it 
back to a student vote. The intent 
was to give students more auton- 
omy in choosing where the funds 
would go. 

The reason for the postpone- 
ment was due to the referendum 
having a direct impact on athletic 
programs. According to Senate 
Vice President Sofia Musman, 
funding for student athlete schol- 
arships would be cut if the fee was 
reallocated. 

“Right now, ASI gives to ath- 
letics $445,000 in scholarships,” 
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Musman said. “The funding cut 
would be in student [athlete] 
scholarships.” 

Athletics is. already running 
on a strict budget. According to 
ASI Executive Director Rich- 
ard Haller’s presentation, cuts to 
scholarships would negatively 
impact the diversity of student 
athletes. Scholarships are already 
32 percent below the amount that 
National Collegiate Athletic As- 
sociation allows. To protect this 
money, the department would be 
burdened to decide whether to 
dial back on training or strength 
and conditioning services. 

During Associated Students’ 
Spring 2016 term, the Board of 
Directors moved to cut $25,000 
from Athletics Scholarships, 
reducing it from $300,000 to 
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$275,000. This funding was to 
be moved to the Cultural Re- 
sources center before Cal State 
Long Beach President Jane Close 
Conoley overturned the resolu- 
tion on the grounds that reloca- 
tion of student funds must be put 
before the student body in accor- 
dance with The California State 
University Chancellor's Executive 
order 1102, Education Code Sec- 
tion 89711. 

Long Beach Athletic Director, 
Andy Fee, explained that while 
he is grateful for money from 
the Beach Pride Referendum and 
wants to honor the investment 
student government has made in 
athletics, cuts would cause draw- 
backs for athletics programs at 
the university. 

“We don't have a lot of fat, 


we're very lean,’ Fee said. “If we 
were cutting, wed be cutting into 
muscle, so to speak.” He went on 
to explain the vast majority of 
student athletes don't receive full 
scholarships. 

Although Beach Pride having 
a significant impact on athlet- 
ics, removing the $21 fee would 
open up funding opportunities 
toward other facilities, according 
to Haller’s presentation. 

If the referendum passed, As- 
sociated Students would regain 


control of scholarship allocation | 


to student athletes, which was the 
original intent of the reevaluation 
resolution. 

Also, the organization would 


see VOTE, page 4 
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STUDENT GROUP 


NEWS 3 


Progressive politics take the Beach 


The Youth Democratic 
Socialists of America is 
in the process of gaining 
recognition as a club on 
campus. 


By Hunter Lee 
Assistant Photo Editor 


With socialism rising in popu- 
larity across college campuses ac- 
cording to Reason.com, Cal State 
Long Beach has finally joined the 
party as the Youth Democratic 
Socialists of America held its first 
official recruitment meeting in 
the library Thursday. 

Organizers of the event saw 
around 10 students gathered into 
a cubicle on the fifth floor of the 
library, including members of 
parent organizations Democratic 
Socialists of America branches in 
Long Beach and Los Angeles. 

“I was involved with DSA Long 


Courtesy of CSULB Youth Democratic Socialists Twitter 
The club held its first tabling event Dec. 1 at the Friendship Walk on campus. 


considered an appropriate body 
type,’ Maldonado said. “I was 240 
pounds when I was younger and 
I always noticed the roles char- 
acters with my body type would 
play.” 

Immediate goals for the group 
during the upcoming semester 
have yet to be determined, but 
will generally be geared toward 
fighting for the needs of students 
and campus employees on issues 
such as tuition and pay. 

“The thing about [the group] 
is it’s specifically geared towards 
progressive ideals,” Doering said. 
“And that’s pretty broad, but it 
can be applied to fight for many 
improvements for students’ daily 
lives.” 

The democratic socialists will 
not be the only political group at 
Long Beach State, with republican 
group Turning Point USA being a 
rising political organization on 
campus. 

Though following different sets 


Beach in their anti-racism com- 
mittee and fighting for a sanctu- 
ary city,’ Jordan Doering, a senior 
mechanical engineering major 
said. “When I heard [the univer- 
sity] was getting its own youth 
branch I was excited since my 
school schedule doesn't allow me 
to go to the DSAs night meetings.” 

The leftist movement has seen 


‘a resurgence in America recently, 


candidate Bernie Sanders and his 
support for democratic socialism. 
The movement focuses largely on 
issues of economic equality, femi- 
nism and racial equality. 

Ana Leon, a junior economics 
major and founding member of 
the Long Beach youth branch, be- 
gan the night with an overview of 
the organization, a brief history of 
its creation and its political stanc- 
es and ideals. She also discussed 


the effects of capitalism and how 
it differs from progressive beliefs. 

“Capitalism is all about making 
a profit; Leon said. “That's why 
six companies are in charge of 
all major media outlets; because 
there’s money to be made with the 
news.” 

Over 90 percent of media out- 
lets. in America are controlled 
by six corporations: GE, Disney, 
News Corp, Time Warner, Vi- 


acom and CBS. In an exercise 
during the meeting, students were 
asked to list an example of a time 
where media skewed their view of 
society. 

Andrew Maldonado, a senior 
business management major and 
founding member, addressed Dis- 
ney’s portrayal of body types in its 
television network. 

“Growing up a lot on Disney, 
I always got a sense of what was 


of ideas, members of the group 
are eager to work alongside Turn- 
ing Point and hope to find com- 
mon ground between the pas- 
sionate political organizations on 
campus. 

A tabling event will take place 
on Monday from 10 a.m. to noon 
where members will provide in- 
formation about the group and 
hand out free scantrons and green 
books. 


largely in part with democratic 


CRIME 


Suspicious survey sparks concern on campus 


Some report being asked 
to fill out an uncomfortable 
sexuality questionnaire. 


By James Chow 
Assistant News Editor 


Cal State Long Beach students, staff and 
faculty remain wary of a lewd survey con- 
ductor after a number of reports. In a cam- 
pus advisory email blast, University Police 
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warned the community of a suspicious 
male asking female students to fill out an 
unusual sexuality survey. 

Chief of Police Fernando Solorzano said 
in the email, “The survey question becomes 
sexual, and responding parties have felt un- 
comfortable and begin to grow suspicious.” 

Police say that the man identified himself 
as Aaron when approaching the students 
and is described as a Hispanic male in his 
twenties. 

Many users of Cal State Long Beach 
subreddit have used the platform to voice 
their experiences with being approached 
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by the conductor of the survey. They say 
he’s been going around asking people to 
take his survey as early as October. 

According to user kiol16, “[the suspect] 
asked about breast size, butt, and things re- 
lated to sex.” 

Some users suggested that the people 
conducting the surveys are part of an on- 
line community. Redditor feysis said that a 
mutual follower of their tumblr reported a 
similar instance in a school in Georgia. 

“Tt’s really upsetting that someone would 
take advantage of women in this way by 
posing as a nonthreatning [sic] guy just 
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doing an assignment,’ the user posted. “[T] 
he fact that we don't even know what these 
men are doing with the information is very 
unsettling to say the least.” 

Police are asking anyone approached by 
this man or who have seen him to call (562) 
985-4101. 


Police are asking anyone approached by 
this man or who have seen him to call 
(562) 985-4101. 
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continued from page 2 


said. “So we're as sure as we could 
be that it’s the instrument the wa- 
ter is coming out of that may be 
contributing to the contamina- 
tion” 

Malagrino explained the Elkay 
filtered hydration stations imple- 
mented by the university catch 
99 percent of lead contamina- 
tion. 

All fountains in buildings 
built after 1990 have been tested 
and reopened on Monday, and 
up until Dec: 22 EPA-approved 
testing will be conducted on all 
fountains located in structures 
built before 1990. Stephens reit- 


VOTE 


continued from page 2 


be able to fund increases in 
minimum wage without having 
to cut other programs. The new 
money reallocations could po- 
tentially expand other programs 
such as the sustainable living 
center, Project Rebound and the 
Isabel Patterson Child Develop- 
ment Center.Nevertheless, Nino 
said taking this funding from 
athletics is not a good alterna- 
tive to balancing the minimum 
wage increase. 

“T can't justify helping a group 
of students by harming a group 
of students,” Nino said before 
introducing the tabling motion. 
“I don't feel confident moving 
forward...taking money away 
from athletics which will direct- 
ly or indirectly affect student 
athletes [in terms of] scholar- 
ships or student experience” 

Senior softball player Ra- 
chel Loera told the student 
senate last semester about her 
and other athletes’ reliance on 
the scholarships. In her public 
comment, she emphasized the 
misconception of most athletes 
receiving full rides. 

“I am not one on a full schol- 
arship,’ Loera said. “I had the 
opportunity to come to Long 
Beach State even though it was 
going to be financially hard on 
my family. I have to take out 
student loans...juggle softball, 
school, work and studying and 
get minimal sleep.” 

Wayne Stickney, Senior Asso- 
ciate Athletics Director for Ma- 
jor Gifts and Resource Acqui- 
sition, helped campaign for the 
referendum in 2000. 

He told the Daily 49er earli- 
er this year that the fees helped 
athletics and the spirit team 
compete with other schools. 

“If it wasn’t for the Beach 
Pride Referendum...I don't 
think we would have achieved 
as much success in the ensuing 
years that we've had,’ Stickney 
said. 

The date that the Student Fee 
Advisory Committee will con- 
tinue talks on the referendum 
has yet to be determined. 


erated in the forum that the year 
each building was made is par- 
ticularly important, because lead 
piping was prohibited in build- 
ing code in the late ‘80s. Prior to 
that, lead piping was legal to use. 

The water tests are being con- 
ducted by environmental con- 
sulting firm Titan Environmen- 
tal 

In a previous article by the 
Daily 49er, Stephens said the 
university has a risk manage- 
ment fund for unexpected costs 
such as these. 


Malagrino did not provide a” 


clear answer for the overall cost 
of the water testing and said that 
the process could take up to a 
year and a half. : 

The remaining 129 water foun- 
tains that tested negative for lead 
reopened on Monday, Déc. 4. 


We're as sure 
as we could 

be that it’s the 
instrument the water is 
coming out of that may be 
contributing to the contam- 


ination.” 


Tony Malagrino 


High-priority locations - that 
were tested first included the 


‘University. Student Union, the 


Child and Family Center, the 
Isabel Patterson Child Develop- 
ment Center and the McIntosh 
Humanities: Building. Stephens 
explained that these locations 
were high-priority because chil- 
dren are particularly vulnerable 
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to lead and because the USU is a 
food facility. 

The fountains that did not 
comply with Environmental 
Protection Agency standards 
in the McIntosh Building have 
been replaced by filtered hydra- 
tion stations and are now oper- 
ational, according to Stephens. 
Over the next year and a half, 
the university plans to replace all 
water fountains with hydration 
stations. 

According to toxicologist Paul 
Damien, lead is a naturally-oc- 
curring metal that has three 
routes of exposure: inhalation, 
oral and dermal. 

“The health risks of lead ulti- 
mately depend on what the blood 
lead level is, so what we do is we 
convert what you're exposed to, 
drinking water, sometimes soil 


LIED. 


or living in a contaminated waste 
site” Damien said. “We convert 
that to a corresponding blood 
lead level.” 

An adult may have up at 15 
micrograms of lead in their 
bloodstream before they see or 
feel any effects of lead poison- 
ing. After Damien calculates the 
blood lead level of a population, 
that number is taken into ac- 
count when determining if the 
fountains have posed a severe 
health risk to anyone who has 
used it in the past. 

Malagrino said that while the 
university has been given no 
reason to believe that the foun- 
tains in the McIntosh building 
poisoned users, he encouraged 
anyone concerned or curious 
about their blood lead levels to 
get tested. 


3//)Y-HELPS- 


@ Sexual Assault Response Team (set) 
SART at Community Hosp 
Long Beach - (562) 4 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2017 


DAILY49ER.COM | ARTSNLIFED49ER@GMAIL.COM 


ARTS & LIFE 5 


REVIEW 


‘The Disaster Artist’ is a pop culture feast for the eyes 


The Franco brothers’ latest project gives fans a 
peek behind the iconic movie’s curtain. 


By Amanda Recio 
Social Media Editorial 


As we progress further into the 
21st century, you're likely to find 
fewer and fewer people who have 
heard of Tommy Wiseau’s early 
2000s cult classic “The Room, 
let alone actually watched it. Its a 
cultural experience and cinemat- 
ic phenomenon in itself to watch 
what has been deemed “The Citi- 
zen Kane of Bad Movies.” 

“The Disaster Artist; James 
Francos latest project, explores 
the making of the infamous film, 
particularly through the com- 
plex relationship that develops 
between Tommy Wiseau and fel- 
low actor and friend Greg Sestero 
(Dave Franco). The film, which he 
directed and starred in as Tommy 
Wiseau, explores the unconven- 
tional and sometimes question- 
able methods used in the making 
of the movie. 

The original film made very 
little sense and the acting was far 
from Oscar-worthy, but the pro- 
cess and creativity behind “The 


Room’ is one that has earned 
Wiseau a lifetime cult status, as 
theatres to this day continue to 
sell out screenings nationwide. 

Like Wiseau himself, James 
Franco is transparent and am- 
bitious with his approach to the 
role, embodying everything from 
Wiseau’s physical traits to his 
odd mannerisms. He taps into 
Wiseau’s mystery accent and the 
iconic black outfit that makes 
Wiseau’s character stand alone 
from the rest of the film’s charac- 
ters. His realistic portrayal of the 
actor brings to life a unique story 
about a man who against all odds, 
finds a community of people who 
admire his work and eventually 
make him famous. 

Some recurring themes, such as 
the constant mystery of Wiseau’s 
age or where he is from, contrib- 
ute to the phenomenon of the 
film’s success as fans of the orig- 
inal film take a peek behind the 
curtain. 

Standout performances include 
Dave Franco, a familiar face in 
modern comedy, taking on a sim- 
ilarly misunderstood character as 


James Franco plays the protagonist Tommy Wiseau in “The Disaster Artist.” 


the role of Sestero, Wiseau’s best 
friend in the movie and in real 
life. A man who is loyal and fully 
devoted to his craft, Dave Franco’ 
portrayal of Sestero is a light and 
palpable contrast to James Fran- 
cos over-the-top but authentic 
portrayal of Wiseau. The relation- 
ship between the two characters is 
one that evokes frustration, em- 
pathy and joy all at once as their 
journey to finishing “The Room” 
goes on. 

While comedic and light in 
tone, the film does a good job 


at Will the 


veering into more serious topics 
such as struggling with self image 
and dealing with failure. 

Every detail in “The Disaster 
Artist” is intentional and well 
done, a feat important to fans of 
the movie who have seen it dozens 
of times and respect Wiseau as a 
filmmaker. Everything from light- 
ing to camera angles and script 
delivery is almost identical to the 
original film, as seen in the film's 
finalending scene through a dual 
frame side-by-side comparison of 
the original versus James Francos 


Courtesy of the Warner Bros. Website 


reenactment. In a time where re- 
makes are often not well-received, 
the execution of every last meticu- 
lous detail that has made the mov- 
ie what it is today are appreciated. 

Even those unfamiliar with the 
film can appreciate the often-un- 
seen portrayal of Hollywood and 
the realistic struggle actors go 
through to make it in the industry. 

The story on its own stands 
strong against Francos other proj- 
ects as he proves time and time 
again the vast diversity of roles he 
can tackle. 
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Your happy place in a study space 


The best places to prepare 
for finals, on and off- 
campus. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Arts & Life Editor 


Finals season is upon us, and among 


the tests, papers and projects, one of _ 


the most challenging aspects of the sea- 
son is finding a place to work. While 
the University Library is the obvious 
location, it can easily become a smelly, 
noisy and sleep-deprived building of fi- 
nals nightmares. You may have to ven- 
ture outside of the library walls, or even 
the campus to find your study spot. 


USU After Hours Study Center 

The University Student Union's Af- 
ter Hours Study Center is not open 
24 hours like the library, but it offers a 
smaller setting for those prone to dis- 
tractions. The small room is open from 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m., the perfect time for 
students who prefer late night study- 
ing. There is also a rule prohibiting 
sleeping, so taking a power nap — or 
accidentally falling asleep the night be- 
fore your morning final — is out of the 
question. 

Location: Second floor of the USU 

Hours: 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. 


Denny’s 

While Denny’s is usually the go-to for 
late night outings or post-hangovers, 
it’s also the perfect place to study for 
three reasons: free WiFi, open 24 hours 
and free refills on hot chocolate and 
coffee. This is personally my favorite 
place to study and it’s not just because 
the manager likes me and gives me free 


food sometimes. It never gets too loud 
to focus, the soft lighting is just right 
to work and the booths are comfortable 
but not too comfortable (you probably 
wont fall asleep on them). Also, the $2, 
$4 $6 menu is perfect for hungry and 
broke students. You can indulge on 
unlimited pancakes or reward yourself 
with a pancake puppy sundae. The only 
downfall is the limited number of out- 
lets, so make sure you come with a fully 
charged laptop and the patience to wait 
out whoever has the lucky booth. 

Location: 601 Long Beach Blvd, Long 
Beach 

Hours: 24 hours 


The Library: A Coffee House 

This is not your average library. In 
fact, it’s not really a library at all, but 
it’s great for studying. Bring your books 


and laptop, plop down on one of the 
many couches or tables and join the 
other 30-something people doing work. 
The coffee house offers somewhat pric- 
ey lattes, shakes, baked good and soups 
to munch or sip on while you cram. 
They open at 6 a.m. weekdays and 7 
a.m. on the weekend and close at mid- 
night, so it won't be the place to study 
into the early morning, but it’s perfect 
for the chilly days leading up to finals. 

Location: 3418 E Broadway, Long 
Beach 

Hours: 6 a.m. to midnight 


University Bookstore 

Comfortable couches, people playing 
acoustic guitars and the hum of a tele- 
vision in the background are all plusses 
of setting up camp in the bookstore. 
If you have enough self-control to not 


Sabrina Flores | Daily 49er 
the fifth floor of the library bustles with students working on last minute assignments and studying diligently in preparation for the 
beginning of finals week. 


let the TV distract you, then the sec- 
ond floor of the bookstore is the per- 
fect place to study in between classes, 
without having to make the trek to the 
library. There are sofa seats scattered 
throughout the floor, a few large group 
tables and plenty of small roundtables 
to work solo or take a friend with you. 
The store closes early so you'll have 
to relocate once it gets dark, but for 
pre-exam cramming the bookstore is a 
great option. 

Location: West of the bookstore lawn 

Hours: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Whether you choose to study on or 
off-campus, making the commitment 
is the most important part. Create a 
schedule, plan out your study times 
and reward yourself with a Starbucks 
once it’s all over. 


OUR VIEW 


Daily 49er tips for biting the finals bullet 


The editorial staff 
shares their secret finals 
tips. 


By The Daily 49er Editorial Board 


Finals are here. We can see 
the light at the end of the first 
semester tunnel, but we have 
one more gruelling week to get 
through before we can tune 
out for the holidays. The work 
may seem overwhelming at this 
point, but with the right combi- 
nation of tips and tricks, we can 
come through on the other side 
with our GPAs still intact. 


Miranda Andrade-Ceja 

Editor in Chief: ; 

2% you're like me and are al- 

lady sort of crashing and burn- 
#@ your way through the end of 

th€ semester, plan on crashing 

and burning in the most grace- 

ful way possible. Meaning, touch 

base with your professors during 

office hours and attempt to mit- 


igate any damage that may have 
been caused by you during the 
semester. 

Most importantly, you 
shouldn't let yourself get over- 


whelmed — focus on what is in ~ 


front of you, and remind yourself 
that university is not the end-all 
be-all gauge for self worth. 


Samantha Diaz 
Arts and Life Editor 

Organize, organize, organize. 
Chances are you have enough 
finals, papers and projects to 
make you want to tear your hair 
out. Pull out your weekly calen- 
dar and set times and dates for 
studying and working on each 
item on your to-do list. Just 
writing down what you need to 
do and setting a schedule will 
make you feel better, and assure 
that you don't forget any import- 
ant assignments. 

I personally have three week- 
ly calendars, two monthly ones 
and my digital calendar linked 
up on three devices. I may over- 
do it, but you get the idea. Hap- 


py planning! 


Christian Gonzales 
Sports Editor 

The things I do for finals 
shouldn't be on here. If any 
teachers are reading this, I usu- 
ally procrastinate and do all of 
the work last-minute. I think I 
do my best work with the pres- 
sure of knowing that I have a 
deadline but I do manage my 
time pretty fairly once I start. 
For example, I have a couple of 
my assignments due this week. 
But [Pll somehow find a way to 
get it done. 


Nicole Fish 
Copy Editor 

Remember to take care of 
yourself during finals week! 
Take study breaks and go for 
walks if you start to feel burnt 
out or overwhelmed. Shower 
and eat regularly. Maybe clean 
up your living space a bit.. Basi- 
cally, remember that you have a 
life outside: of school and your 
mental and physical well-being 
is more important than your 
grades. 

Honestly, it’s probably not the 


end of the world if you fail your 
online class. You got this! 


Sabrina Flores 
Photo Editor 

Anyone who knows me knows 
I'm not good at planning. My 
go-to method of dealing with fi- 
nals is to just stress myself out, 
overthink, and drink as much 
coffee as I physically can. I usu- 
ally do all this while trying to 
wrap my head around the mas- 
sive quantity of assignments and 
exams approaching. I can't really 
offer the best advice, seeing as I 
don’t even know how I survive 
the dreaded finals season 98 
percent of the time. 

Maybe just drink some tea, 
take a bath, light a candle and 
avoid the impending doomsday 
reality of finals for as long as you 
feel comfortable doing so... - 


Marilyn Ramirez 

Opinions Editor ~ 
This is my last semester. The 

only advice I can give is that ev- 

erything gets easier. Undergrad 

had to have been the most trau- 


matizing experience of my life, 
but when you've finished your 
last rounds of exams — until 
grad school — you realize that 
so many of your worries were 
trivial. So take it easy, and be 
kind to yourself. 

Plan. Cry. Study. Drink. Re- 
ward yourself. Whether you pre- 
pared or not, you'll end up with 
a degree, so do your best and re- 
member that it only gets easier 
from here. 


Carlos Villicana 
Assistant Arts and Life Editor 
Do one thing at a time, you 
don’t want to overwhelm your- 
self. Other than that you should 
eat, sleep and do what works for 
you. When you're finished with 
your finals, get your books for 
next semester and read them 
over the break. ‘Take notes on 


-your readings and store those _ 
--< somewhere for future reference. _ 
~ Ifyou do that then you won't 


have to worry about finishing 
a study guide and a semester’s 
worth of reading when your test 
is about to land on your desk. 
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American soccer is dying, and we should let it 


The MLS doesn’t 
have a chance against 
the English Premier 
League. 


By Mac Walby 
Managing Editor 


Americans don't care about 
soccer. They pretend to every 
four years, just like they do with 
hockey or track and field during 
the Olympics, but that’s really 
only in a vaguely patriotic kind 
of way. Most casual sports fans 
couldn't name the 10 most pop- 
ular players in the sport, let alone 
10 teams. And why should they? 

The average sports consumer 
in the states didn't grow up with 
their friends talking about soc- 
cer every day. They grew up with 
Kobe Bryant, LeBron James, Pey- 
ton Manning or Tom Brady on 
television screens. American fans 
care much more about personal- 
ities than they do about specific 
teams, and MLS hasn't produced 
those kinds of personalities in 
years. The last MLS player you 
could truly call a star was Landon 
Donovan, and he’s already been 
out of the game for over a year 
now. 

Sure, there are giants like FC 
Barcelona and Manchester Unit- 
ed with hardcore fans stateside, 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


but the international game has a 
lot going for it that American soc- 
cer will never have. 

Some of these European clubs 
have been around for decades. 
They have fans who grew up 
watching their teams, who could 
name the entire roster down to 
the backup goalie. But nowa- 
days, soccer doesn't really have an 
American to hang its hat on. 

This is a crucial point for the 


sport, as the NFL is having seri- 
ous ratings issues of its own. 

Average viewership for the 
league is down 1.5 million per 
game this season to 15 million 
from the almost 16.5 million last 
year. And while many are opti- 
mistic, the concussion issue is 
starting to look bad for football 
too. 

These viewers are up for the 
grabs, but so far it is the NBA 


Takeaways from 49ers’ 78-71 win 


By Jerel Abella 
Ce nees Writer 


After Long Beach State (5-7) 
defeated Pepperdine (4-6) Satur- 
day, a contributing writer com- 
piled a breakdown of the team’s 
performance. 

1. Alberts from deep: Junior 
guard Bryan Alberts had a ca- 
reer-best six three-pointers for 
the 49ers Saturday night. 

Out of Alberts’ 15 field goal at- 
tempts, 12 came from behind the 
arc, but the guard did not con- 
vert on a single two-point shot. 

Alberts helped lift the offense 
while Jordan Griffin struggled 
from the three-point range. The 
sophomore guard only made one 
of seven from that distance. 

2. Smooth Offense: The 49ers 
played unselfish basketball, to- 
taling 21 assists for the game. 

The offense was very fluid and 
played with great ball move- 
ment. The team also took care of 
the basketball getting into offen- 
sive sets and executing. 

For most of the game, they 
were able to get what they want- 


ed and held the lead for nearly 
the entire game. 

3. Defense creating havoc: 
Long Beach had an early nine- 
point lead in the first half, but let 
it slip away as the score was tied 
at halftime. 

It was a completely different 
story in the second, stepping up 
the defense by getting into the 
passing lanes and pressing Pep- 
perdine. 

Long Beach forced 16 turn- 
overs, and scored 23 points off 
of them. 

4. Pepperdine looked lost: 
Overall, Pepperdine seemed to 
have no identity. 

On some offensive sets, the 
team looked disoriented and did 
not know who the ball was going 
to. 

When things were going 
downhill, no one on Pepperdine 
stepped up as a leader for the 
team. 

5. Contributors from every- 
one: Saturday night was a great 
team win. 

Each player that checked in 
for the 49ers had at least one 
field goal. Everyone played their 


role, making for a smooth game. 
Long Beach shot an impressive 
48.3 percent, landing 29 of 60 
field goals. 

Conclusion: This was a big 
road victory for the 49ers. Long 
Beach lost four of its last five 
games prior going into Saturday 
night's game. 

With a great team win, the 
49ers can build off of this nota- 
ble win. 

Long Beach will enjoy a sev- 
en-day break as the 49ers play 
at home in the Walter Pyramid 
against Eastern Michigan on Dec 
16. 


NEXT THREE GAMES 


SCHEDULE 


* LBSU vs. Eastern Michigan 
(Dec. 16) at 4 p.m. 

* LBSU at Michigan State — 
(Dec. 21) at4 p.m. _ 

* LBSU at Colorado State 
(Dec. 23) at 1 p.m. 


Seeger Patrick | DPA 
United States soccer federation (USSF) president Sunil Gulati arrives for the FIFA Ballon d’Or Gala 2015 held at 
the Kongresshaus in Zurich, Switzerland, 11 January 2016. 


gobbling them up. With James, 
Kevin Durant and according to 
Nielsen Sports their teams have 
brought ratings up 32 percent 
this season so far. With so many 
young talented players, things are 
only looking brighter for NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver and 
the league owners. 

There is some hope for soc- 
cer, though. While youth sports 
across throughout the country 


have been taking a hit, especial- 
ly football, soccer hasn't lost as 
much ground. According to En- 
gagesports.com, from 2009 to 
2014 touch football participation 
went down almost 30 percent, 
and tackle football went down 18 
percent. Soccer players dropped 
only around 8 percent in the 
same period. 

The English Premier League 
has actually overtaken the NHL 
in average viewers per game at 
this point. The British and Ger- 
man clubs have been making a 
big comeback in America, and 
are keeping the sport alive sin- 
glehandedly. MLS, on the other 
hand, is seriously lacking. View- 
ership for the league has been un- 
der 300,000 per broadcast consis- 
tently this season. Those kind of 
numbers aren't going to impress 
investors, but more importantly 
they aren't going to bring in fans. 

Without a bigger youth move- 
ment, young talent will continue 
to leave for greener pastures. And 
with that lack of talent, the sport 
is going to struggle finding a face 
and fan base to build upon. 

At the end of the day competi- 
tion in this country for sports fans 
is at an all-time high, and soccer 
has been losing every battle. 

Unless things change soon 
American soccer will be relegated 
to a slow, painful death. But after 
seeing the product put out by the 
MLS, maybe it should. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
ENDS SIX-GAME ROAD TRIP 


+ LBSU (2-7) came out on top 65-63 against Grand a 
(2-7) after an explosive second half. 
* Freshmen center Emma Merriweather had a esr eh a 
points and 12 rebounds, while Wilson contributed with a 
points and a career-best 13 boards. 
* Freshman guard Ma’Qhi Berry had a career-high seven 
assists while shooting a pee 3-of-3 from the field aging 


eight points. 


LBSU next three games: 


* LBSU vs. Tennessee (Dec. 17) at 2 p.m. 
* LBSU vs. Illinios State (Dec. 20) at 3 p.m. 
* LBSU vs. New Mexico State (Dec. 20) at 5 p.m. - 


LBSU stat leaders: 


* Freshman Shanaijah Davison - 14. 6 points per game 
* Senior Cecily Wilson - 6.7 rebounds per game 
* Freshman Ma‘Qhi Berry - 2.9 assists per game 
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Beach pepper the Waves on the road 


Defense, pace led Long Beach 
to victory over Pepperdine 
Saturday night. 


By Alex Manfredi 
Assistant Social Media Editor 


Defense led to offense in the Long 
Beach State men’s basketball team’s 78- 
71 win over Pepperdine Saturday night at 
Firestone Fieldhouse. 

Long Beach pushed past the Waves in a 
game that was decided by defensive stops, 
forcing 16 turnovers and turning them 
into 16 fast break points. 

Junior guard Bryan Alberts continued 
to be a threat from deep, scoring 20 points 
on a career-high six three-pointers. Senior 
forward Gabe Levin handled the 49ers’ 
work down low, posting 16 points and six 
rebounds. 

Both teams were in a steady back-and- 
forth battle throughout the first 10 min- 
utes of the first half. 

With nine minutes to play in the first, 
head coach Dan Monson made a defen- 
sive change that helped Long Beach con- 


trol the tempo for the night. 

The 49ers (5-7) pressured Pepperdine 
with a 2-2-1 full-court press and forced 
the Waves into a frantic pace. 

Long Beach began to force turnovers 
and turned the game into a track meet, 
scoring transition buckets and simply 
out-hustling Pepperdine. 

With 3:19 left in the half, Long Beach 
got out to a 33-26 lead. 

As the halftime break approached with 
under a minute to play, Pepperdine re- 
sponded and finished on a 9-2 run, tying 
the game at 35. - 

Pepperdine threatened with a 9-0 run to 
make one final push, but it was matched 
by a 13-2 run by Long Beach with under 
eight minutes left. The score was never 
within six points for the rest of the night, 
leading to a 49ers victory. 

Junior guard Deishuan Booker filled up 
the stat sheet with 12 points, six rebounds 
and six assists in 30 minutes of action. 

The transfer point guard currently leads 
all Big West players in assists with 5.9 per 
game. 

Long Beach will have a week off before 
its next home game at 4 p.m. Saturday 
against Eastern Michigan. 


Christian Gonzales | Daily 49er 
Long Beach State junior guard Bryan Alberts looks for an open teammate in Dec. 3 game 
against Stanford at the Walter Pyramid. 


Earn full semester credit during your 


winter break! 


Get GE requirements out of the way 


SAC students can ride the OC Bus 


for free 


Enroll Today! 


